THE BIRDS, 615-535

Stands weaung, as Royalty's emblem and badge,

an Eagle erect on his head,
Oui Lady an owl, and Apollo forsooth,

as a lackey, a falcon a instead.
EU. By Demetei, 'tis true , that is just what they do ,

but tell me the reason, I pi ay.
PEI That the bud may be icady and able, whene'er

the sacrificed inwards we lay,
As custom demands, in the deity's hands,

to seize bcfoie Zeus on the fare.
And none by the Gods, but all by the Birds,

were accustomed aforetime to swear:
And Lampon 6 will vow by the Goose even now,

whenever he's going to cheat you
So holy and mighty they deemed you of old,

with so deep a respect did they treat you '
Now they tieat you as knaves,

and as fools, and as slaves ;
Yea they pelt you as though ye were mad
No safety foi you can the Temples ensure,
Foi the bud-catcher sets his nooses and nets,
And liis ti aps, and his toils, and his bait, and lus lui e,
And his lime-coveied rods in the shrine of the Gods '
Then he takes you, and sets you for sale in the lump ,
And the customers, buying, come poking and prying

And twitching and trying,
To feel if youi bodies are tender and plump
And if they decide on your flesh to sup
They don't just roast you and serve you up,
But over you* bodies, as prone ye lie,
They grate their cheese and their silphium too,

And oil and vinegar add,
Then a gravy, luscious and rich, they brew,

6 A soothsayer , see 998